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*A/so Directors 


Dear Bill: 

We thought you might like to read the enclosed 
review in Parameters (Autumn 1985) of Special 
Operations in US Strategy which, you may recall, 
is the resultant publication of a conference we 
cosponsored with the National Defense University. 

With best wishes, I am 



Dorothy E. Nicolosi 
Vice President and 
Treasurer 


DEN : es 
Enc. (1) 



Hon. William J. Casey 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 
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PARAMETERS 


JOURNAL 
OF THE 
US ARMY 
WAR COLLEGE 


AUTUMN 1985 



VOL. XV NO. 3 


Book Reviews 

LT G Richard T ref rey considers 
Leadership on the Future Battlefield. 

Plus, a look at Brigadier Richard Simpkin's forthcoming 
Race to the Swift: Thoughts on 21st Century Warfare. 


The Meaning of Freedom 

Targeting for Nuclear Winter: 

A Speculative Essay 

Strategic Defense: New Technologies, Old Tactics . 

Ethics and the Senior Officer: Institutional Tensions 

Low-Intensity Conflict Doctrine: Who Needs It? . . . 

American Foreign Policy After Vietnam 

North America: Our Neglected Heartland 

El Salvador and the Press: A Personal Account. . . . 

Patton and the Concept of Mechanized Warfare . . 

View From the Fourth Estate 

International Law and International Lies 


Milton Friedman 

Michael F. A/tfeld and Stephen J. Cimbala 

Gary L. Guertner 

Clay T. Buckingham 

Rod Paschal/ 

Norman A. Graebner 

Donald E. Nuechterlein 

John D. Waghe/stein 

William J. Woolley 

Irving Kristol 


NOT TO PROMOTE WAR, BUT TO PRESERVE PEACE...'' 
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US ARMY WAR COLLEGE 



John O. Marsh, Jr ., Secretary of the Army 
General John A. Wickham, Jr., Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant Genera I Carl E. Vuono, Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations & Plans 
Major General James E. Thompson, Commandant 


PARAMETERS 

Journal of the US A rmy War College 


EDITORIAL BOARD 

Chaplain (LTC) Donald L. Davidson, At Large 
Colonel Robert J. Gerard, USA Ret., Department of Corresponding Studies 
Dr. Charles S. Hall, Department of Military Strategy, Plans, and Operations 
Dr. Jay Luvaas, Department of National Security 
Dr. William J. Olson, Strategic Studies Institute 
Colonel James R. Paschall, Military History Institute 
Colonel Robert L. Sloane, Department of Command, Leadership, and Management 
Colonel William O. Staudenmaier, Center for Land Warfare 


EDITORIAL STAFF 

Colonel William R. Calhoun, Jr. - Editor 
Captain Dale E. Brown — Assistant Editor 
Mr. Gregory N. Todd- Assistant Editor 
Mrs. Lisa A. Ney— Editorial Assistant 


t v, Par ^ met l rS '- S 3 J0ur ? al of ideas - providing a forum for the expression of mature professional thought on 
the art and science of land warfare, national and international security affairs, military history, military 

fnt r p!pct V ^tll lta .7c e A aderShl| ^ a u d ™ ana 9 ement < militar V ethics, and other topics of significant and current 
' ! to he , U ^ Army and the Department of Defense. Further, it serves as a vehicle for continuing the 
education, and thus the professional development, of War College graduates and other military officers 
and civilians concerned with military affairs. 
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FRANK R. BARNETT* 

President 
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JOHN NORTON MOORE 
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Director, Center for Ocean Law and Policy, 

University of Virginia 

ADMIRAL THOMAS H. MOORER, USN (Ret.) 

JERALD C. NEWMAN 
President and Chief Administrative Officer 
The Bowery Savings Bank 

ROBERT H. PARSLEY 
Butler, Binion, Rice, Cook and Knapp 
FRANK SHAKESPEARE 
Wee Chairman 
RKO General, Inc. 

CHARLES E. STEVINSON 
President 
Denver West 

JAMES L. WINOKUR 
Chairman 

Air Tool Parts and Service Company 
MAJOR GENERAL RICHARD A. YUDKIN, USAF (Ret.) 
Senior Vice President, Retired 
Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ISAAC L. AUERBACH 
VICE ADMIRAL M.G. BAYNE, USN (Ret.) 

ALLYN R. BELL, JR. 

JOSEPH COORS 
HENRY H. FOWLER 
JOHN W. HANES, JR. 

ADMIRAL MEANS JOHNSTON, USN (Ret.) 

R. DANIEL McMICHAEL 

REAR ADMIRAL DAVID L. MARTINEAU, USN (Ret.) 
CHUCK MAU 

VICE ADMIRAL J.P. MOORER, USN (Ret.) 

DILLARD MUNFORD 
LLOYD NOBLE 
HARRY A. POTH, JR. 

ADOLPH W. SCHMIDT 
FREDERICK SEITZ 
LAURENCE H. SILBERMAN 
ARTHUR SPITZER 
JOHN A. SUTRO 
ALBERT L. WEEKS 
DEE WORKMAN 
EVELLE J. YOUNGER 

ADMIRAL ELMO R. ZUMWALT, JR., USN (Ret.) 


WASHINGTON OFFICE 


1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 429-0129 
DR. ROY GODSON 
Director 

(Associate Professor of Government, 
Georgetown University) 


Dear Bill: 


Special Operations in US Strategy 


On the premise that more imagination is required — 
in both doctrine and weaponry — to counter the 
escalating Soviet unconventional military threat, 
NSIC convened a conference (cosponsored by the 
National Defense University and the National 
Security Studies Program at Georgetown University) , 
in March of 1983, to address the need to revitalize 
special warfare and counterintelligence skills. 


While no attempt was made at the conference on "The 
Role of Special Operations in the 1980s" to achieve 
a consensus, with the participants representing a 
wide range of views on substantive and organizational 
issues, the overall conclusions were that insurgency, 
guerrilla warfare, terrorism, and other forms of "low- 
intensity conflict" will continue to threaten the 
political, economic and geostrategic interests of the 
United States, Europe, and Japan in the Third World. 


The major papers delivered at the conference, as well 
as the discussion sessions that followed each presen- 
tation, were recently copublished by the National 
Defense University Press and NSIC. Special Operations 
in US Strategy highlights how, in the last dozen 
years, Moscow dramatically has increased its low- 
intensity conflict skills and those of its surrogates. 
For example, drawing from a pool of many thousands 
KGB, MVD, GRU, and army paramilitary forces, the 
Kremlin maintains special, elite Spetsnaz units 
charged with the conduct of sensitive operations 
abroad. 


Additionally, the Soviets employ various surrogate 
forces to promote insurgency, terrorism, and sub- 
version. This low risk strategy gives Moscow the 
option to sap the economic health of the U.S. , Europe, 
and Japan by guerrilla warfare assaults on the oil 
and mineral treasures of the Third World. Cuban and 
East German "mercenaries," for example, are currently 
active in ten Third World countries. Moscow al so, can 


* Also Directors 
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draw upon Czech, North Korean, Vietnamese, ■ Libyan, South Yemeni, . 
and PLO assets. These developments provide the Soviet Union 
with a tri-continental consortium for conducting low-intensity 
warfare. - — 

Conversely, since our withdrawal from Vietnam the United States 
has been particularly ill-prepared to wage this sort of un- 
conventional conflict. Furthermore, those halting efforts that 
have been undertaken are criticized even by its NATO allies and 
a significant bloc in Congress. This is due, in large part, to 
the fact that the Western democracies are still stultified by a 
form of warfare undefined and misunderstood in national security 
policy and strategy. Special operations may not always appear 
compatible with the American values; however, this misperception 
can be reversed by an explanation both of the seriousness of the 
threat and the fact that US special operations can often save 
lives and further U.S. interests. 

You'll note from the enclosed flyer that Secretary of the Army 
Jack Marsh heads the list of distinguished contributors drawn 
from both the private and public sectors. If you would like to 
have a copy of the book, please let me know. 

With best regards, I am 


Faithfully, 

Frank R. Barnett 


FRBres 
Enc. (1) 


Hon. William J. Casey 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 
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Recent events in Central America and the Middle East have highlighted the clear 
' and persistent growth of guerrilla insurgency, state-sponsored terrorism, and other 
1 forms of irregular warfare. While American leaders and citizens remain justifiably 
concerned with the prevention of nuclear war, the nation may be less prepared to 
deal with other, far more likely security threats in the 1980s and 1990s. 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS IN US STRATEGY ($7 . 95 , softbound) a joint project 
of the National Strategy Information Center (NSIC) and the National Defense Uni- 
I t versity (NDU), examines the entire spectrum of “low-intensity” conflict, including 
! psychological warfare, organized terrorism, and political subversion of incumbent 
'■ regimes. The volume evaluates the American experience with “special forces” in 
Vietnam and elsewhere, and offers a wide range of organizational and doctrinal 
prescriptions for a renewed and effective US special operations capability. 



An Unprecedented Spectrum of Expertise . . . 

Edited by Frank R. Barnett, B. Hugh Tovar, and Richard H. Shultz, SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS IN US STRATEGY is a comprehensive collection of authoritative 
essays and discussion sessions focusing on unconventional warfare and special 
operations. Written by the leading officials and scholars in the field, the papers 
were delivered at NSIC’s Symposium on Special Operations held at the National 
Defense University. The volume contains provocative arguments and debate on 
such questions as: 
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Coverage of the Critical Topics . . . 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS IN US STRATEGY includes chapters on the following issues: 

* American perspectives on special operations, and how special forces should 

be used to protect US interests . . . 

* The moral, legal, and political constraints on US special operations . . . 

* The Soviet deployment of special forces in Afghanistan and 

Eastern Europe, and Moscow’s support of guerrilla movements 
in the Third World . . . 

* The relationship between intelligence assets and special operations . . . 

* Economic aid and security assistance as instruments of a special operations 

capability. . . 
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Contributors 



★ The Honorable JOHN O. MARSH, JR., Secretary of the Army. 

★ The Honorable RICHARD G. STILWELL, Deputy Undersecretary of 

Defense for Policy. 

★ Dr. EDWARD N. LUTTWAK, Senior Fellow at the Georgetown Center 

for Strategic and International Studies and author 
of The Pentagon and the Art of War. 

★ Mr. GEORGE BAILEY, Director of Radio Liberty. 

★ Dr. JOHN J. DZIAK, Defense Intelligence Agency. 

★ Dr. WILLIAM V. O’BRIEN, Georgetown University. 

★ Col. ALFRED H. PADDOCK, Department of State. 

★ Dr. SAM SARKESIAN, Loyola University. 


To order SPECIAL OPERATIONS IN US STRATEGY, please complete order form below: 


National Strategy Information Center, Inc. 
Dept. SF 

150 East 58th Street 
New York, NY 10155 


Enclosed is a check or money order for copies of SPECIAL 

OPERATIONS IN US STRATEGY @ $7.95 per copy. 

Total amount enclosed $ 


Please send to: 


Address 


All orders must be prepaid with check or money order. Outside US orde 
tic* cirf t /'irior nnetanp onrl hunrilitip will he naid bv NSIC. 
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